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I enjoy the fishing on about 8 miles of the lower River Tawe and
other rivers in Wales.

I am concerned with continuing agricultural diffuse pollution and
the failure of water bodies to reach both good ecological and
chemical status (as defined under WEFD) in Wales.

At present in Wales, 60 of waterbodies in Wales are failing to
reach their statutory targets because of the high levels of
phosphate which come primarily from agriculture

One of those waterbodies, the River Wye (an SAC with numerous
SSSI's in its catchment) has been blighted by algal blooms caused
by pollution from the poultry industry high up in its headwaters
where there are no other phosphate inputs. The Welsh Government and
its agencies remain in denial over the problem as well as avoiding
the logical conclusion as to cause - with the outcome being that
little if anything has been done to stop the influx of phosphates
to this and other rivers in Wales.

In recent years the rivers of West Wales have also suffered from
numerous farm pollution incidents.

I therefore welcomed the introduction of the Water Resources
(Control of Agricultural Pollution) (Wales) Regulations 2021 which
come belatedly on the heels of the English farming rules which were
introduced in April 2018.

However, in the light of the Welsh Senedd vote on annulling the
regulations in March 2021 and the recent National Farmers' Union
Cymru legal challenge, I would emphasise that I do not believe that
these regulations are disproportionate or that there in any
unlawfulness in the process by which they came into force.

I note that the NFU suggest that "farmer-led voluntary
initiatives;.... supplemented by targeted and proportionate
regulation" would be sufficient
(https:1l/www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/nfu-cymru-
finalising-preparations-to-Iaunch-Iegal--challenge-over-damaging-
nvz-regulations/) to deal with agricultural diffuse pollution.

It is clear from what has happened in England - in particular with
sensitive sites in agricultural areas suffering from agricultural



diffuse pollution and where the sites are failing to meet
favourable status - that voluntary measures alone do not work.

What is needed is proper funding of NRW to visit farms, investigate
agricultural pollution and take enforcement action under the
regulations. A failure to enforce or properly regulate renders the
Regulations meaningless.

The Welsh Regulations are far more comprehensive and far reaching
than their English equivalent and provide a sweeping basic measure
to prevent pollution. I support the Regulations and believe that
they should be implemented and enforced across Wales. But they must
be revised to include all forms of agricultural pollution as a
standard for the whole of Wales. I see no alternatives to
regulation. Above all, sufficient resources need to be ring-fenced
for their enforcement.



